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REMARKS 

Amendment to the drawings is made to correlate same with the 
Specifically, on pjge 6, beginning at line 6 wherein it is stated that the 
withjperforations 

In addition, the specification, namely, the paragraph on page 6 
been amended to p no vide for a character reference, namely 106, to the 



cm 



rr ats 



beginning with line 6, 
brations originally 



perfo 



matt 



sensitive 
disposed 



forth; 

As stated, these perforations enable adaption of the matt 102 
extraction plates with different numbers of exit ports. 

Traverse oi the Examiner's rejection will be based upon the 
include a well plato for variously sized multi-well filter/extraction plates 
dividfeble matt hav ng a plurality of spaced apart matt wells with each 
shape abutting a corresponding plate well sized in shape, a pressure 
contact valve along with separable perforations in the matt which are 
and columns of the valves which enable adaption of the matt to one of thj? 
by division of the matt Support for this amendment is found on page 6, 
Figure 6 is enclosed showing a divided matt 1 08. 

The Examirer has rejected claims 1-3 and 20-22 under 35 USC 
unpatentable over U.S. 6,436,351 to Guberaator, et al. in view of U.S. 6, 

: In this rejedion, the Examiner considers the reaction cap assembly 
meeting the limitations of the matt having a plurality of wells having a 
abuts the wells. 

1 However, as presently claimed, the matt is dividable and includes 
perforations enabling adaption of the matt to one of variably sized plates 
Clearly, there is no structure in either Gubematori et al. or Kedar, 
similar to the strucfi ire as presently claimed in which functions in a manner 
be used for various j;ize plates. 

In view of the amendment to the claims, the references relied on 
providb a basis for prima facie case of obviousness under! 35 USC 103(a) 
Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to withdraw the rejection 



size 



by 



of < claims 
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ginal specification 
102 maybe moldejd 



has 



for variously sized 

amended claims which nov^ 
which includes a 
well having a size and 
unidirectional flow 
between the rows 
variouslyisized plate;; 
paragraph^. Anew j 

I 

l(j>3(a) as being \ 



C83 



,761 to Kedar, ct al 
to be the element 
and shape such that it 



i plurality of 
division ;of the matt, 
al. which is all 
enabling !the matt to 



ty 
(it 



the Examiner do not I 
Accordingly, the 

1-3 jand 20-22 
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uad!er35USC 
Claims 



103(a) < 



on the basis of the Gubemator, et a!, and Kedar, 
and 23-25 have been rejected by the Examiner under 
unpatentable ovef Gubemator, et al. t Kedar, et al. and further in view o: 



4-6 



Hams. 

It is clear 
Guhlemator and 
therein, 

been made and r< 

25 on the 

In view 
and claims, it is 
su^ect matter not 



Kedar i 



Accordingly, 



combination 



oftie 



now 



aware of the references 
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al. references. 
35USCJ03(a)asbe|ing 
the U.S. 4,473,094 tc 



not 

23- 



hat Harris provides no farther teaching which fills de: iciencies of the 

references with regard to teaching of a dividable matt having perforations 
the Applicants submit that a prima facie case uric er 35 USCi 103!(a) has 
ejpectfulry request the Examiner to withdraw the rejection of claujis 4^ and 
of Gubemator, et aL, Kedar, et al., and Harris references, 
arguments hereinabove set forth and amendment to tie drawings, spicificatjon, 
submitted thai each of the claims now in the App ication define 
Anticipated by the art of record and not obvious to one skilled in this field 
of record. Reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested 

Respectfully submitted, 




Walter A. Hack) er 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 27,792 
2372 S.E. Bristol, Suite B 
Newport Beach, California 92660 
Tel: (949)851-5010 
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VARIAN. INC, 
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his 



cited 



; Figure 2 
106,|which was 

i 

sheet for Fig.2. 

Anew 
according to the 

! No new mitter 



figire 



6 has been added to the drawings to illustrate a different 
pifesent invention as disclosed in the originally submitted 
has been introduced. 



NGS 



been amended to show that sealing matt 102 is molded 
in the specification as originally filed. The Applicants 
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with perforations i 
submit a replacemlent 



size sealing matt 
specification, 
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